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thought this more ridiculous than anything lie had ever heard
except some earlier observation of the same speaker. No matter
what changes might be made in the Confederation, the rights
of mankind must not be forgotten.
The minority would not forget them or stop talking about them.
On December II Wilson admitted that they were contending for
those rights; but "what then are the majority contending for? If
the minority are contending for the rights of mankind, the ma-
jority must be contending for the doctrines of tyranny and slaver)7.
Is it probable that this is the case? Who are the majority in this
assembly? Are they not the people? Are they not the representa-
tives of tie people, as well as the minority? Were they not elected
by the people as well as the minority? Were they not elected by
the greater part of the people? Have we a single right separate
from the rights of the people? Can we forge fetters for others, that
will not be clasped round our own limbs? , . . On what fancied
distinction shall the minority assume to themselves the merit of
contending for the rights of mankind?7*
But no argument convinced the Antifederalist minority, and
the votes varied no more than three or four on a side in the entire
session. The minority objected to the laughter or applause of
citizens in the "gallery"—that is, behind the rail inside the door.
Things would be different, Smilie said on December 10, if the
convention were meeting elsewhere in the state. "No, Sir, this
is not the voice of the people of Pennsylvania." He, like Findley
and Whitehill, was from an inland county, where the opposition
to the Constitution was generally stronger than in and near
Philadelphia, The "cold and sour temper of the back counties/'
as Gouverneur M orris described it in a letter to Washington on
October 30, was already hostile to Philadelphia, resentful of its
dominance in Pennsylvania politics, and convinced that the in-
terests of the interior could never be the same as the interests
of the seaboard. The Constitution had been made in Philadel-
phia, It appeared to have its strongest support in the larger cities.
It looked to the western Pennsylvanians like another threat to
their independence and their individualism. When news reached
the convention that Delaware, on December 7, had been the first
state to ratify the Constitution, Smilie said that Delaware had
"reaped the honor of having first surrendered the liberties of the
people.8*

